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conquest of Britain with the intention of including all the
Celtic peoples in the Roman Empire.
In the East the situation was more complicated during
the first century. The task of the Roman emperors here was
to strengthen the Euphrates frontier. For this purpose the
chief necessity was to introduce uniformity and order into
the organization of Roman possessions in Asia Minor and
Syria. Both these countries were by degrees entirely con-
verted into a series of Roman provinces, and the remaining
tributary kingdoms became Roman possessions. This policy
was carried out with special energy under Claudius and Nero,
and led, in the reign of the latter emperor, to a long and
bloody conflict in Judaea. The conquest of Judaea was
carried on by Vespasian and, after he had been proclaimed
emperor, by his son Titus. There was long warfare crowned
by victory in Armenia, where Nero's general, Corbulo, dis-
tinguished himself by his talents for war. Near the end of
his reign Nero dreamed of realizing a vast plan which Caesar
probably had been the first to conceive: this was to annex
the entire coast of the Black Sea, and to convert Armenia,
Georgia, and the Crimea into Roman provinces. In the year of
his death he was preparing a great army with a view to this
campaign. Nero's plan was abandoned by Vespasian, whose
Eastern policy centred on the creation of a really strong
military frontier against Parthia. Armenia, Georgia, and the
Bosporus continued to be vassal kingdoms.
Lastly, in Africa the main object was the security of the
frontier in the Roman provinces of Africa and Numidia, and
in Mauretania (now Morocco). They needed protection against
the warlike tribes who occupied the plains in the southern
part of the province of Africa, or the mountains of Aures and
Morocco. These enemies were harassed by constant expedi-
tions, and their lands were gradually annexed to the Roman
provinces. Finally, the southern frontier of the empire was
advanced to the edge of the desert, and in the west the
province of Mauretania was annexed in the reign of Claudius.
The work done by the emperors in regulating the govern-
ment of the provinces, both imperial and senatorial and
especially the latter, was highly important. For one thing
the personal control of the ruler by means of his financial
agents was strengthened ; for another, the meetings of repre-
sentatives from the different cities, which were held in order

